A RESOLUTION

BY

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS (OR THE CITY COUNCIL)

OF

__________ COUNTY (OR NAME OF CITY), GEORGIA
WHEREAS, the Etowah watershed is one of the nation’s most biologically diverse, with 76 extant native species of fish and numerous other native aquatic species; and 

WHEREAS, the protection and restoration of imperiled species will result in multiple benefits to the public as provided in the federal Endangered Species Act and the Georgia Endangered Wildlife Act; and 

WHEREAS, the rapid development of the watershed has resulted in altered flows, fragmentation, and increased sedimentation to the river and its tributaries, degrading habitat for these species and imperiling their survival; and

WHEREAS, ______ County (or name of city), working in concert with other jurisdictions in the watershed, had produced the Etowah Habitat Conservation Plan to manage development proactively and in a coordinated manner to protect and restore habitat for our imperiled aquatic species while respecting private property rights; and 

WHEREAS, the Etowah Habitat Conservation Plan can reduce delays for individual development projects and will provide certainty where it does not currently exist; and

WHEREAS, the Etowah Habitat Conservation Plan will contribute to the protection of water quality and water supply;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that _________ County (or name of city) authorizes the Etowah Habitat Conservation Plan Steering Committee to submit to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service an application for an Incidental Take Permit for the take of the amber darter, the Etowah darter, the Cherokee darter, the coosa madtom, the holiday darter species ‘A’, the holiday darter species ‘B’, the bridled darter, the freckled darter and the coosa chub pursuant to development activities as managed by the Etowah Habitat Conservation Plan.

_________________ COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS (OR CITY COUNCIL)

Dated: ______________ 

